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Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District  Council. 

REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1938. 


Westport  House, 

Wareham. 

.  June,  1939. 

To  I  he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  upon 
the  health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1938. 

I  his  is  the  first  Annual  Report  to  be  presented  since  the 
appointment  of  a  full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
district  as  part  of  the  combined  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Wareham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District,  Wareham 

Borough,  Swanage  Urban  District,  and  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer. 

I  must  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  the  Statistics  and  matter 
in  this  report,  for  although  I  had  the  honour  of  being  appointed 
as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  succession  to  Dr.  Mawson 
I  did  not  take  up  duties  until  1st  January,  1939.  For  this  reason 
also  the  report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
area  is  limited  mainly  to  essential  facts  and  statistics  required  by 
the  Minister  of  Health,  and  as  set  out  in  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1728  of  the  5th  October,  1938. 

Dr.  Mawson,  your  first  full-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
took  up  duties  on  1st  January  and  resigned  on  31st  October,  to 
take  up  another  appointment.  Dr.  D.  F.  Morgan  was  appointed 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  1st  November  until  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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T  take  this  opportunity  of  reporting  that  I  consider  the  clerical 
assistance  provided  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  inadequate. 
I  suggest  that  the  question  of  providing  a  central  office  with  clerical 
assistance  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  a  proportionate  part 
of  the  cost  being  by  each  Authority,  should  receive  serious 
consideration  by  the  Authorities  concerned.  I  feel  that  this  method 
of  solving  the  problem  would  make  for  the  more  efficient  working 
and  administration  of  the  Public  Health  Service. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Kenneth  N.  Mawson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.  (resigned  31st  October, 
1938). 

Frank  D.  Morgan,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h.  (Acting  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  1st  November  to  31st  December,  1938). 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  Inspector  : 

Mr.  Edward  Smith,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board  ;  Meat 
and  Foods  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute. 

Housing  Inspector  and  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Mr.  A.  T.  Selvey,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination  Joint  Board. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  95,954  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  popula¬ 
tion,  mid-1938— 17,120. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1938, 
according  to  Rate  Books,  was  : — 

Private  Farm  Farm  Public 

Houses.  Houses.  Cottages.  Houses.  Total 

3,393  317  511  34  4,255 

Rateable  Value— 1937  :  £69,193. 

1938  :  £70,019. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  £289  13s.  3d. 


Area. 

Population. 

Number  of. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 


Rateable 

Value. 
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Social  Con¬ 
ditions  and 
Unemploy¬ 
ment. 


Births  and 
Deaths. 


This  is  for  the  most  part  an  agricultural  district, 
but  the  following  factories  are  situated  in  the  area  : — 
The  Royal  Naval  Cordite  Factory  ;  Sandford 
Pottery ;  Brick  and  Tile  Works  at  Upton  and 
Coombe  Keynes  ;  Furzebrook  Clay  Works  ;  Stone 
Quarries  at  Worth  Matravers. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  in  the  district. 
Live  Births. 

Total  M  F 

Legitimate.  251  127  124")  Birth  Rate  per  1000 

^  of  the  Estimated 

Illegitimate  8  6  2  J  resident  population  15.12 


Total  259  133  126 
Stillbirths. 

Legitimate  14  6  8")  Rate  per  1,000  total 

Y  (live  and  still) 

Illegitimate  —  —  —  J  births  ...  51.28 


Total  273  139  134 


Maternal 

Mortality. 


Infantile 

Mortality. 


Deaths  190  101  89  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 

of  the  Estimated 
resident  population  11.09 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30 
of  the  Registrar-General’s  short  list)  : — 


Deaths 

No.  29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  nil 
No.  30.  Other  puerperal  causes  nil 
Total  ...  ...  ...  nil 


Rate  per  i,ooo 
Total  ( live  and 
still)  births. 

nil 

nil 

nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male.  Female. 

Total  ...  ...  ...  3  4 

Legitimate  ...  ...  3  4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  —  — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  27.02 

Legitimate  infants  per  1  ,d00  legitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  27.88 
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Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  ...  ...  _ 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  24 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years 

of  age)  ...  ...  ...  l 

Cause  of  There  were  no  specially  noteworthy  causes  of  sick- 

Deaths.  ness  or  invalidity  in  the  area  during  the  year,  nor 

any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which 
would  appear  to  have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

There  is  no  evidence  that  unemployment,  which 
is  little,  has  exercised  any  significant  influence  on 
the  health  or  physique  of  children  or  adults. 


Cause  of  Deaths. 


No. 

Cause. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

1 

Typhoid  and  para  typhoid  fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Measles 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Influenza  ... 

1 

Nil 

1 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Nil 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

3 

1 

2 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

11 

Syphilis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

General  Paralysis  of  Insane, 
etc.  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

Cancer 

24 

12 

12 

14 

Diabetes 

9 

5 

4 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

11 

3 

8 

16 

Heart  Disease 

61 

30 

31 

17 

Aneurysm 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

18 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

7 

2 

5 

19 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

1 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

5 

3 

2 

Carried  fwd. 

No. 

Cause. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

21 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

1 

23 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

Nil 

1 

24 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  .... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

26 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

1 

Nil 

27 

Other  digestive  Diseases 

5 

3 

2 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

6 

4 

2 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

31 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Premature  Birth,  etc. 

4 

2 

2 

32 

Senility 

6 

1 

5 

33 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Nil 

34 

Other  Violence 

16 

14 

2 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

20 

14 

6 

36 

Ill-defined  or  not  known 

1 

Nil 

1 

190 

101 

89 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


Public  Health  A  list  of  the  public  health  officers  will  be  found 
Officers.  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 


Laboratory 

Facilities. 


Ambulance 

Facilities. 


There  are  no  laboratory  facilities  within  the  area. 
All  pathological  material  for  investigation  was  sent 
to  the  Southern  Counties  Laboratory,  Bournemouth, 
and  the  cost  debited  to  the  Council,  until  the  end  of 
the  year,  when  the  new  County  Laboratory  at 
Dorchester  was  opened.  Now  all  specimens  of 
Public  Health  interest  are  examined  free  of  charge 
to  the  District  Council  at  the  County  Laboratory. 

No  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  the  Council. 

The  area  is  served  by  the  following  ambulances 
for  accidents  and  non-infectious  cases  : — 


Swanage  Urban  District  Ambulance  serves  the 
Isle  of  Purbeck. 
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Nursing  in 
the  Home. 


Treatment 
Centres  and 
Clinics. 


Hospitals. 


Poole  Red  Cross  and  Poole  Borough  ambulances 
serve  the  eastern  part  of  the  district.  Dorchester 
Red  Cross  Ambulance  serves  the  western  part  of 
the  district.  The  position  with  regard  to  ambulance 
service  in  the  area  was  reviewed  by  the  Council 
during  the  year  when  it  was  considered  that  the  area 
was  adequately  served. 

Infectious  disease  cases  are  removed  in  the  Poole 
or  Dorchester  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  Ambu¬ 
lances  under  the  County  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 
accommodation  scheme. 

The  area  is  well  supplied  with  District  Nurses  by 
the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Seventeen  (17)  State  Certified  Midwives  notified 
their  intention  to  practise  in  the  area  during  the 
year. 

A  Child  Welfare  Centre,  which  is  under  the  control 
of  the  County  Authority,  is  held  at  the  Women’s 
Institute  on  1st  and  3rd  Friday  afternoons  of  each 
month  ;  a  doctor  attends  on  the  1st  Friday.  There 
are  no  other  special  clinics  or  treatment  centres 
provided  in  the  area.  Cases  under  the  various  County 
schemes  attend  special  clinics  at  Poole,  Bourne¬ 
mouth,  Swanage,  Wareham  or  Dorchester. 

There  are  no  voluntary  hospitals  in  the  area. 

The  Council  have  arrangements  for  the  admission 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the  Poole  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  and  the  Dorchester  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital,  under  the  County  Council  scheme 
for  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  accommodation 
under  Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1929. 

There  is  one  hospital  in  the  area  over  which  the 
Council  has  control.  This  is  the  Smallpox  Hospital 
at  Norden  Heath,  in  which  accommodation  is  provided 
for  anv  cases  of  smallpox  which  may  occur  in  Ware- 
ham  and  Purbeck  Rural  District,  Dorchester  Borough, 
Dorchester  Rural  District,  Wareham  Borough, 
Weymouth  Borough,  Portland  Urban  District. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  remains  in  all  res¬ 
pects  the  same  as  that  described  in  the  annual  report 
for  1937. 

No  new  sources  of  supply  have  been  brought  into 
use  nor  have  there  been  any  extensions  of  existing 
supplies. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  problem 
of  water  supply  in  the  Wool,  Winfrith  and  Chaldon 
Area  and  in  the  northern  region  of  the  district,  that 
is,  the  Bere  Regis,  Bloxworth,  Morden,  Lytchett 
Matravers,  Organford  Area.  The  need  for  an 
adequate  and  safe  water  supply  in  these  areas  is 
urgent,  especially  so  as  the  water  supply  provided 
to  new  houses  in  these  districts  is  invariably  from 
individual  wells  12  to  20  feet  deep,  situated  near  the 
house  and  at  the  minimum  distance  allowable  from 
the  cesspit  which  takes  the  household  sewage.  It  is 
hoped  that  in  the  near  future  schemes  for  water 
supplies  in  both  these  areas  will  be  adopted. 

During  the  year  the  routine  sampling  of  supplies 
for  bacteriological  examination  was  introduced. 

Number  of  Bacteriological  Examinations 

carried  out  during  the  year  ...  ...  51 

Number  of  Samples  from  New  Wells  ...  19 

Number  of  Samples  from  Other  Supplies  32 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  condemn  a 
new  well  as  a  source  of  supply.  In  cases  where  unsat¬ 
isfactory  results  were  obtained  they  were  invariably 
due  to  soil  disturbance  and  contamination  in  the 
process  of  making  the  well,  the  supply  later  becoming 
satisfactory.  b 

Examination  of  samples  from  the  East  Chaldon 
Parish  well  revealed  contamination  of  the  supply, 
but  when  repairs  and  alterations  were  carried  out  to 
the  well  and  pump  it  became  satisfactory. 

Samples  from  the  \\  est  Lulworth  source  of  supply 
revealed  evidence  of  contamination  during  the  month 
of  August,  and  instructions  to  boil  the  water  before 
use  for  drinking  purposes  were  issued  as  a  precau¬ 
tionary  measure. 
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Drainage 

and 

Sewerage. 


Rivers  and 
Streams. 


Certain  drainage  defects  were  discovered  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  spring  and  since  these  were 
rectified  and  alterations  at  the  spring  head  were 
carried  out  to  protect  the  spring  from  pollution,  the 
supply  has  remained  satisfactory.  The  owners  of 
the  supply  are  having  installed  a  plant  for  chlorin¬ 
ating  the  water  as  an  added  safeguard. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  drainage  and 
sewerage  of  the  district  since  the  last  Annual  Report. 

Part  of  West  Lulworth  Village  is  the  only  area 
which  has  a  sewerage  system.  Most  of  the  larger 
villages  are  urgently  in  need  of  up-to-date  drainage 
systems,  especially  Corfe  Castle,  Bere  Regis,  Wool, 
Langton  Matravers  and  Studland.  Schemes  are 
under  consideration  for  the  extension  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  West  Lulworth  Sewerage  system  and 
for  a  sewerage  system  at  Corfe  Castle.  It  is  hoped 
that  schemes  for  the  other  areas  will  be  considered 
in  the  near  future. 

There  exists  a  certain  amount  of  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams  in  the  area. 

The  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  Mawson, 
investigated  during  the  year,  the  pollution  of  the 
Corfe  Castle  streams. 

There  are  two  streams,  one  on  the  west  side  of 
Corfe  Castle  (River  Wicken),  and  one  on  the  east  side 
of  Corfe  Castle  (River  Bile),  which  unite  just  below 
the  Village  to  become  Corfe  River. 

Samples  were  taken  on  17th  of  March  from  the 
East  and  West  streams  above  the  Village,  and  from 
the  Corfe  River  below  the  Village.  The  results  of 
bacteriological  examination  were  as  follows  : — 


Sample. 

Organisms 
in  A  c.c.  at 
37  deg.  C. 

Organisms 

in  1  c.c.  at 
22  deg.  C. 

B.  Coli 

present 

in 

Above  Village. 

West  Stream 

106 

16,260 

1  c.c. 

East  Stream 

155 

2,240 

1/10  c.c. 

Below  Village. 

Corfe  River 

54,700 

ove  r 

2,000,000 

1.  c.c. 
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Closet 

Accommo¬ 

dation. 


Scavenging 

and 

Cleansing. 


Dr.  Mawson,  in  his  report  to  the  Council  stated  : — 

“  This  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  stream  has 
“  been  grossly  polluted  as  it  passes  through  the 
“  Village  of  Corfe.  At  the  time  of  sampling  the 
“  weather  had  been  dry  for  several  weeks,  and  there 
“  is  little  doubt  that  after  heavy  rain  the  degree  of 
“  pollution  will  rise  very  considerably.  From  time  to 
“  time,  particularly  in  summer,  complaints  have  been 
“  received  as  to  the  smell  arising  from  the  stream.” 

The  urgent  need  for  a  sewage  disposal  system  for 
the  Village  was  stressed  in  the  conclusion  of  this 
special  report. 

As  already  mentioned  the  Council  have  under 
consideration  a  scheme  for  a  sewerage  system  for  the 
Village. 

Pail  closet  accommodation  with  disposal  of  night 
soil  in  the  garden  is  the  general  rule  for  the  older 
and  cottage  type  of  dwellings.  Larger  houses  have 
water  closets  with  separate  cesspools  or  septic  tank 
systems.  In  new  houses  being  built  in  the  area  the 
accommodation  provided  is  invariably  water  closet 
with  drainage  to  a  cesspool. 

There  have  been  no  extensions  or  improvements 
during  the  year  in  the  arrangements  for  refuse 
collection  and  disposal.  In  nine  out  of  26  Parishes 
refuse  is  collected  and  removed. 


Sanitary  Tabular  statement  furnished  by  the  Sanitary 

Inspection  Inspector  under  Article  27  (18)  of  the  Sanitary 
of  the  Area.  Others’  (Outside  London)  Regulations,  1935  : — 


Total  number  of  Inspections 
Number  of  Informal  Notices 
Number  of  Notices  complied  with 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices 


2333 

97 

95 

Nil 


Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections. 

Under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations  1557 
On  Complaint  or  otherwise  ...  ...  22 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  56 
Visits  to  Schools  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Shops  and 
Offices. 


Camping 

Sites. 


Smoke 

Abatement. 

Swimming 
Baths  and 
Pools. 


Visits  to  Camps 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

30 

Visits  to  Cowsheds 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

548 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

316 

Visits  to  food  preparing  premises 

40 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

12 

Visits  to  Factories 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

Visits  in  connection  with 

destruction  of 

Rats  and  Mice 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Visits  in  connection  with 

overcrowding 

(Housing  Act) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

6 

Miscellaneous  visits 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

60 

New  Building  Byelaws 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

200 

2851 

No.  of  drains  tested 

60 

No.  of  drains  examined 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

7 

No.  of  drains  water  tested 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

60 

Rooms  disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases 

43 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to 
ventilation  and  temperature,  or  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  Sanitary  conveniences. 

Number  of  Camping  Sites  in  the  area  which 

were  used  for  camping  purposes  during  1938  17 

Number  of  Camping  Sites  in  respect  of  which 
licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  13 

The  estimated  maximum  number  of  Campers 
resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  during  the 
Summer  season,  1938  ...  2000 

No.  of  visits  to  Camping  Sites  during  the  year  ...  30 

No  action  was  necessary  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisance  from  smoke  in  the  area. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately-owned  swimming 
baths  open  to  the  public  in  the  area. 
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Eradication 
of  bed  bugs. 

Mosquito 

Control. 


Schools. 


Housing. 


There  have  been  no  cases  of  infestation  of  houses 
with  bed  bugs  during  the  year. 

Similar  steps  were  taken  in  the  Studland  area  as 
in  previous  years  for  the  control  of  the  Mosquito 
nuisance.  Pools  and  collections  of  water  in  the 
area  were  sprayed  with  paraffin  and  cresol.  A  first 
spraying  was  carried  out  in  the  second  week  of 
March,  but  owing  to  dry  spell  the  second  spraying 
was  postponed  until  June. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  majority  of 
the  Schools  consists  of  pail  closets.  A  few  have 
water  closets  with  cesspools  or  septic  tanks.  The 
water  supply  is  with  few  exceptions  from  wells  close 
to  the  school. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

(1) .  (a).  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1013 

(b).  Number  of  inspections  made  for 

the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  1513 

(2) .  (a).  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

(included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  1002 

(b).  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  1551 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found 

to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  94 

(4) .  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclu¬ 

sive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  129 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling- 
houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  96 


3.  Action 

(a). 


(!)• 

(2). 


(a) . 

(b) . 


(b) . 

(!)• 

(2). 

(a) . 

(b) . 

(c) . 


(!)• 

(a) . 

(b) . 

(2)- 


under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10 
and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  Nil 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  : — 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and 
13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
respect  of  which  : — 

Demolition  Orders  were  made 
Undertakings  not  to  use  for  human 
habitation  until  rendered  fit, 
accepted 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demo¬ 
lished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 


17 

28 

3 
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(d).  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1) .  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  3 

(2) .  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  2 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : 

(a) ,  (i).  Number  of  dwelling-houses  over¬ 

crowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  3 

(ii) .  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  3 

(iii) .  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  19 

(b) .  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowd¬ 

ing  reported  during  the  year  ...  Nil 

(c) .  (i).  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 

relieved  during  the  year  ...  15 

(ii).  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 

such  cases  ...  ...  ...  86 

(d) .  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 

dwelling-houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  Nil 

5.  I  otal  number  of  new  houses  erected 

during  1938  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  erected  during  1938  with 
State  Assistance  : — 

(1) .  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  Nil 

(2) .  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  ...  84 

Approximate  number  of  working 

class  houses  in  District  ...  ...  3400 
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Milk  Supply. 


Milk  (Special 
(Designa¬ 
tions)  Order, 
1936. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Number  of  Persons  on  Register  at  end  of  1938  294 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  and  other  dairy 


premises  on  Register  at  end  of  1938  ...  294 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  inspected  during  1938  275 
Number  of  Inspections  during  1938  ...  548 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Notices  complied  vvith  ...  10 

Number  of  Milkshops  inspected  during  1938  Nil 
Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Notices  served  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  Nil 


Pasteurised  Milk. 

Number  of  Pasteurising  Plants  in  District  ...  2 

Number  of  Samples  taken  during  the  year  for 

the  Phosphatase  Test  ...  ...  2 

In  both  cases  the  result  showed  that  pasteuri¬ 
sation  was  efficient. 

The  following  Licences  were  in  force  under  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  : — 

Number  of  Pasteurising  Establishments  2 

Number  of  Accredited  Milk  producers  ...  65 

Number  of  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  17 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924. 

No.  of  Notices  of  diseased  or  unsound  meat 
received 


Meat. 


19 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 
(i exclud¬ 
ing 

Cows). 

Cows. 

Calves . 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed 

119 

305 

50 

500 

470 

Number  inspected  ... 

70 

180 

40 

300 

350 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu¬ 
losis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

3 

— 

15 

— ■ 

— 

0.85 

8.33 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  ... 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

. 

3 

— 

8 

— 

— 

27 

— 

6.11 

— 

— 

7.71 

Number  of  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  ...  7 
Number  of  Licenced  Slaughter  Houses  ...  8 
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Total 


•  •  • 
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Adulteration. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

The  under-mentioned  Samples  were  obtained  by 
the  Sampling  Authority  under  the  above  Act  in  the 
District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938  : 

Number  of  Number  of 


Description  of 

samples 

samples  reported 

Sample. 

obtained. 

against. 

Almonds,  Essence  of 

1 

— 

Aspirin  Tablets 

1 

— 

Bread  and  Butter 

...  2 

— 

Butter 

2 

_ 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

— 

Castor  Oil 

1 

— 

Cheese 

1 

—  - 

Currants 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste 

1 

- - 

Flour  (Plain)  ... 

1 

— 

Iodine,  Tincture  of 

1 

— 

Milk 

...  23 

7 

Milk  (Condensed) 

1 

— 

Pepper 

1 

— 

Rice  (Flaked) 

1 

— 

Sago 

1 

— 

Salmon  (Tinned) 

...  2 

— 

Sardines 

1 

— 

Sausage 

1 

— 

Sweets 

1 

— 

Totals 

45 

7 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  samples  adversely 
reported  upon  : — 

Milk — Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  4% — 

Seller  cautioned. 

Milk — Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  2% — 

Seller  cautioned. 

Milk — Contained  1.6%  extraneous  water — Seller 

cautioned. 

Milk — Deficient  of  fat  to  the  extent  of  6°0 — 

Seller  cautioned. 
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Shell  Fish. 

Bacteriolo¬ 
gical  Exam¬ 
ination  of 
Food. 

Nutrition. 


*Milk — Deficient  of  fat  to  the  extent  of  10%. 
fMilk — Deficient  of  fat  to  the  extent  of  6.6%. 

Milk — Deficient  of  fat  to  the  extent  of  58% — 
Seller  prosecuted  and  fined  £\. 

*  Original  sample. 

] Corresponding  “  Appeal  to  Cow  ”  sample. 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  the 
district. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  food  when  neces¬ 
sary  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Laboratory, 
Dorchester,  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority. 

No  lectures  have  been  given  nor  have  any  films 
been  shown  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  knowledge 
of  the  public  on  the  subject  of  Nutrition. 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 
other  Diseases. 

During  the  year  the  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  higher  than  normal.  The  notification  rate  per 
1,000  population  for  the  Rural  District  being  3.44, 
while  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  2.41.  The 
disease  was  mild  in  nature  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

There  were  three  cases  of  cerebro  spinal  fever 
(non-civilian)  with  one  death.  These  occurred  at 
Bovington  Camp  and  were  dealt  with  by  the  Military 
Authorities. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  the 
question  of  a  scheme  for  artificial  immunisation  of 
children  against  Diphtheria.  It  was  decided  for  the 
time  being  not  to  adopt  a  comprehensive  scheme  for 
the  district  but  that  the  Council  would  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  cost  of  the  immunisation  of  any  children 
whose  parents  wished  to  have  them  immunised  at 
the  Wareham  Borough  Immunisation  Clinic. 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  1938  5 

Number  of  Post  immunisation  Schick  tests  ...  3 

Only  children  of  pre-school  age  are  immunised  at 
the  Wareham  Borough  Clinic. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 


(other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

1  Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

j  Total 
Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

59 

53 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

Nil 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Erysipelas 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Dysentery 

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Malaria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

*  These  cases  occurred  at  Bovington  Camp  and  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Military  Authorities. 


Analysis  of  Total  Notified  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

(Under  Age  Groups). 
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Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever  (including  para¬ 
typhoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ...  „  ... 
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Prevention  No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  176  of  the 
of  Blindness.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or. for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering 
from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

Tuberculosis.  No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under 

these  Regulations  with  regard  to  persons  suffering 
from  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  Milk  Trade. 


Section  172 — Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No  action  has  been  taken  for  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


New  cases 
and 

Mortality. 


Tuberculosis. 

Particulars  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  are  shown  as  follows  : — 


New  Cases. 

De^ 

lTHS. 

Age 

Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

% 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15—  ... 

4 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

25—  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T  otals 

9 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 
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1  iiere  were  no  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths 
iuring  the  year.  The  notification  of  tuberculosis 
in  the  district  is  efficient  and  no  proceedings  were 
necessary  for  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  excessive  incidence 
of,  or  mortality  from,  tuberculosis  in  any  particular 
occupation  in  the  area. 

Form  572.  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1938  for  the 
Rural  District  of  Wareham  in  the  County  of  Dorset, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the 
Act  of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938). 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises. 

Number  c 

>/ 

( 

(i) 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

(2) 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

2 

1 

Nil 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power 

11 

1 

Nil 

*  Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(including  works  of  build¬ 
ing  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  includ¬ 
ing  outworkers’  premises) 

2 

0 

• 

Nil 

Total 

15 

2 

Nil 

*  Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as  Factories 


2. — Defects  Found. 
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No.  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro¬ 
secutions 

Particulars . 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

were 

Instituted. 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.  6) 

1 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.  7) 

Insufficient 

2 

1 

■■ 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 
(Not  including  offences 
relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the  Sec¬ 
tions  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  of 
Powers)  Order,  1921, 
and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the 
Factories  Act,  1937). 

Total 

4 

2 

0 

— 
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* 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises. 


(Section  108  of  the  Act  of  1901  ;  Section  III  of  Act  of  1937). 


Nature  of  Work. 

(i) 

Instances. 

■  (2) 

j  Notices 
served. 

(3) 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(4) 

Wearing  Apparel  : — 

Making,  etc. 

Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling 

Cables  and  chains 

Anchors  and  grapnels  ... 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

Paper,  etc.,  boxes,  paper  bags  ... 
Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  etc.,  of  buttons,  etc.  ... 
Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and  sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers, 
Christmas  stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades 

J 

y  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Table  of  Statistics. 


Births  : — 

Live 

Still 

Deaths  — 

All  causes 

Typhoid  and  para  typhoid 
Fevers 
Small  Pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria 
N otifi cations  : — 

Small  Pox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2  years  of  age 
Maternal  Mortality  : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others  . . . 

Total 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others  ... 

Total 

Notifications  : — 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


England  and 

Wareham  and 

Wales. 

Pur  heck  R.D. 

Rates  per  1 ,000  population. 

15.1 

15.12 

0.60 

0.81 

11.6 

11.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.03 

0.00 

0.07 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.41 

3.44 

1.58 

0.17 

0.03 

0.05 

0.40 

0.23 

1.10 

0.23 

Rates  per  1 ,000 

Live  Births. 

53 

27.02 

5.5 

3.86 

0.89 

0.00 

2.19 

0.00 

3.08 

0.00 

Rates  Per  1 ,00 

0  Total  births 

(i.e.,  Live  and  Still). 

0.86 

0.00 

2.11 

0.00 

2.97 

0.00 

14.42 

3.68 

i 
j 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  J.  O'KEEFFE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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